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REAL ESTATE

Q | What is the Religious Land Use and
Institutionalized Persons Act (RLUIPA)?

A | RLUIPA is a federal law that protects religious
institutions from discrimination in land use regulation,

and it also contains some protections for institutionalized
people. Its most commonly cited protections are contained
in its “substantial burden” and “equal terms” provisions,
which, respectively, say that local land use regulations
generally cannot place a substantial burden on religious
exercise and prohibit local jurisdictions from implementing
land use regulations (like structure height limits) that

treat religious institutions unequally compared to similar
secular organizations. Whenever a religious institution is
entitling, developing, or using land for religious purposes,
the institution should consider whether RLUIPA’s protections

apply.



