
A | You’re in luck. Under certain circumstances, the disclosure 
statement can be waived. In most real-estate transactions in 
Washington, the seller of the property must complete a “Form 
17” disclosure statement and give it to the buyer. Form 17 
has a couple dozen questions on topics ranging from title 
matters to environmental issues. But a Form 17 is not required 
if the buyer expressly waives the right to receive one, so it’s 
common to include a Form 17 waiver in a purchase and sale 
agreement. A caveat: if your answer to any of the questions in 
the environmental section of the Form 17 would disclose an 
environmental condition, then the buyer cannot waive receipt 
of that section and you’ll have to provide it.

Q | I’m selling property in Washington and 
understand there’s a long disclosure statement 
I need to fill out. Is there some way around this 
requirement?
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